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CULTURAL SENSITIVITY WARNING 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people should be aware that this newsletter contains 
images and names of deceased persons  

 

Welcome to our first newsletter for 2023! 
 
2023 is a milestone for the Orange Family History Group. The Orange Family History 
Group was formed forty years ago, in 1983. See page 3 for an old newsletter with the 
story of how the group was formed, written by OFHG Patron Bruce Walkden Thomas, 
a local historian and genealogist. We are planning a special 40-year lunch celebration 
for the July OFHG meeting on Tuesday 18th July, at Duntryleague. If you have any 
anecdotes or photos about OFHG you would like to share, please send to our email. 
 
Do you have relatives who fought in WW2 soldiers, the navy or the air force, or medical 
staff? A list of those who served from Orange is being compiled. Love to hear from you 
if you have family stories to share. One such Orange soldier was Jonathon Matthews 
who went missing in 1945 on his way to Australia from New Guinea. His body was not 
found until 1970. His story starts on page 6 of this issue. 
 
The newsletter is bursting with interesting articles.  I hope you enjoy your reading! 

Julie Sykes 
Local Studies Librarian  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
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FROM THE ORANGE FAMILY HISTORY GROUP NEWSLETTER: SPRING 1988 

OUR STORY  by the Patron of the Orange Family History Group B W Thomas  

I have been asked to tell you something of the early days of the Orange Family History 

Group and this I do with great pleasure. The group was formed by me after a meeting of 

the Ladiesõ Evening View Club. In June, 1983, my old friend, Nick Vine Hall, Director of 

the Society of Australian Genealogists, told me he was coming to Orange on 28 th  July, to 

address a meeting of t he View Club in the Ex -Services Auditorium and, of course, I 

invited him to be my house guest. He also asked me to accompany him to the meeting, to 

give him support among two hundred women and be able to pass on to me questions he 

could not answer. His tal k was very well received and after the talk Nick and I were 

besieged by many interested ladies requesting further information on tracing Family 

History. Later that night, as we sat drinking coffee before a blazing log fire, Nick asked me 

to found a Family History Group in Orange. This I did. The Group was, at first, a Private 

Group, meeting in a private home and supper was served. We will always be grateful to 

Mrs Meredith in Seymour Street and Mrs Robyn Smyth of Green West Lane for their help 

in this direc tion. Because we were meeting in a private home, attendance was by 

invitation. In the complete absence of anyone with the slightest knowledge of genealogy, 

all letters of enquiry and research were directed to me. It began with about three letters a 

week an d I began spending two days a week researching and writing replies on behalf of 

the Group. It was never our intention to collect and hold a lot of unique research material 

and become a research organization for the General Public. But it was our policy to 

answer all research organisation for the General Public. But it was our policy to answer 

all research enquiries (a) by research and answering their enquiries or (b) by pointing out 

that we could not help and that professional researchers were available. It  was our 

intention to help Orange peopleéby getting them to join our Group where they were 

pointed in the right with such books as Nancy Grayõs òCompiling your Family Historyó 

and Johnson and Saintyõs òGenealogical Research Directoriesó and further help from the 

Society of Australian Genealogists. Interest in the Group grew and we decided to ògo 

publicó! An advertisement was placed in the local paper and because we were inviting 

members of the General Public of Orange, we commenced meeting in a public 

placeé.that is, the Ex-Services Club Rooms in Anson Street. My name and address 

appeared in the S.A.G. Journal òDescentó and letters of enquiry averaged 10 to 15 per 

week! And I was spending seven days a week on research for the Group! A lot of early 

enthusiasm  began to evaporate! And we were forced to draft a standard letter of reply. We 

pointed out that ours was not a research organization and that almost all the records 

held in Orange were available in Sydney and elsewhere. And that we had not and did not 

int end to have and hold any elaborate research facilities. But every letter received by me 

was answered. (I do not ever remember receiving a letter with a donation towards our 

funds!) It was further resolved by the Group that we would do our best to build up the 

research material in the Orange Library and that we direct all future enquiries to the 

Library. This relieved me of a great burden. I am happy to say that the Orange Library 

has acquired an immense amount of material from the State Archives, publicatio ns from 

the Australian Biographical and Genealogical Record and from Keith Johnson and 

Malcolm Sainty publications. They also have micro -film and micro -fiche available and are 

proving a great centre for genealogical research.  
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LIONS CLUB TIME CAPSULE IN ROBERTSON PARK TO BE UNEARTHED IN JUNE 2023 
 
The Orange Lions Club Time Capsule will have been in the ground 49 years in June 2023. 
The time capsule was organised as a way of funding a ladies restroom and bus shelter 
in Robertson Park.   
 
The capsule is reported to be 6ft 6in tall and made of copper and was constructed by 
TAFE students.  
 
Envelopes were sold for $1.00 as a way to raise the funds. People were asked to 
contribute photos and letters to the capsule. Contributors of items were issued a card 
authorisƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ όƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŘ ƘƻƭŘŜǊύ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜ ƛƴ рл ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǘƛƳŜΦ  
 
! ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /²5 нм Wǳƭȅ мфто ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψsome unusual items have been placed 
inside the capsule, including a record and cassette tape.  Officials were also surprised 
at the number of visitors who bought envelopesΦΩ 
 
However, due to several factors, a suitable site had not been chosen and by February 
1974, only 800 of the 1,000 envelopes had been received to be included in the time 
capsule.   
 
The Parks and Trees Advisory 
Committee Minutes at the 
meeting held on 25 February 
1974 recommended that 
permission be granted to the 
Lions Club to bury the time 
capsule in Robertson Park at a 
location to be recommended 
by the Council by the City 
Engineer.  Although the 
capsule was scheduled to be 
buried in Robertson Park in 
1973, it was not until 29 June 
1974 that the capsule was 
buried.  
 
The time capsule is located under a rock on the eastern side of the park and is marked 
with a simple brass plaque.  It will be opened by the Lions Club on 29th June 2023.  
aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛƻƴΩǎ /ƭǳō ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǳƴŜŀǊǘƘƛƴƎ 
the capsule.   

Alison Russell 
Community Museum and Heritage Manager  
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²IL¢9 /wh{{9{ Χ [LY9 thttL9{ Lb ¢I9 CL9[5 
 
On the 2nd November 2022 the RSL Sub Branch held a Remembrance Service at the 
Orange Cemetery particularly for those soldiers who had been located in unmarked 
graves.  Then it was 97 men with 20+ war graves being allocated. 
 
It was a moving service, the day was cold and wet, wreaths were laid by various 
organisations.  Some of the crosses were in place for the family members who 
attended.   
 
On the 17th March the last remaining crosses were placed on the soldiers' 
graves.  With ongoing research there are now a few more to be done, but the majority 
are complete.  To date we now have 104 soldiers, 25 of whom will be receiving a war 
grave and some applications are still pending.   
 

 
 
Some of these soldier's names were obtained from the Bathurst Parish Registers.  They 
were laid to rest in the Catholic Section of Orange Cemetery but no location was given.  
The RSL Sub Branch of Orange are intending to put a plaque of some description in 
Orange cemetery with their names inscribed on it.   
 
Walking up the main drive one can now see the white crosses above the headstones 
and know that resting there is a veteran of the First World War who was long forgotten 
but is now found.  Still there is ongoing work checking names in Orange Cemetery for 
those who have been missed.  Lest We Forget.    
 

Sharon Jamieson 
Researcher - Orange Family History Group 
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MISSING 
 
On 18 September 1945 an RAAF Dakota plane carrying 27 men and a nursing sister 
disappeared over West Irian mountains on a flight returning injured personnel to 
Biak.  

 
Jonathon (known as Jack) Matthews was born on 11 September 1923 at Molong, the 
fifth child to Brier Scotts and Ida Florrie (nee Whiley) Matthews. They purchased 
Glenroi Guest House on Bathurst Road in 1929 and ran it for thirty years. In 1930Ωs 
people travelled by train and Orange was a great destination. Glenroi House 
entertained families, soldiers, visitors from overseas and parents visiting their children 
boarding at Kinross. The family grew their own food and vegetables, milked their own 
cow and offered a plentiful supply of fresh tank water. 
 
He worked in a sawmill at Wallerawang before enlisting in the AIF. He joined the 54th 
Battalion and then Signals; served with Beach Signal Commandos. He also worked on 
the North South Telephone Line through Central Australia. Both his older brothers Cecil 
Brier and Donald Arthur Matthews joined the AIF. Jonathan, while working as a 
Despatch Rider, crashed his bike at 60 m.p.h. when he hit a road barricade and broke 
Ƙƛǎ ŜƭōƻǿΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƻŦ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴΣ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ άŎƭŀƛƳŜŘέ ƘƛƳΦ .ǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ 
Donald in the tropics his elbow injury would not heal. A week after his 21st birthday, he 
boarded a medical RAAF plane at Tarakan. 

 
 

An American missionary pilot accidently spotted sun shining on the silver fuselage of 
the ill-fated RAAF plane in the West Irian mountains. This sparked a recovery mission 
with Indonesian government permission. The remains were recovered in very rough 
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terrain at height of 14000 feet with the recovery team using oxygen. The remains were 
then buried in mass grave at Bomana. Relatives of deceased personnel were invited to 
the burial on February 17, 1971. Donald and his wife attended the ceremony.  
 

     
WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜ                                        Jonathan Matthews in Central Australia 

at Bomana War Cemetery Port Moresby 

 

 
hƴŜ ƻŦ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ 

 

Sydney Morning Herald: 12 December 1970,  Central Western Daily: 25 March 1971, 
Thomas and Mary Ann Mathews and Family compiled by Beth Marriott, 1992  
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CHRISTINE STEWART AUTHOR TALK ON /h[[L¢{Ω LbbΥ ¦b/h±9wLbD ¢I9 t!{¢ 
 
Author Christine Stewart said restoring an historic inn and writing about it was one of 
the most rewarding experiences of her life. She spoke about her book /ƻƭƭƛǘǎΩ LƴƴΥ 
Uncovering the past at an afternoon tea presented by Orange and District Historical 
Society at Orange City Library during February.  
 
Christine talked about the surprises and mysteries found in restoring this 1823 
Australian icon. The inn sits at the foot of Mount York, in Hartley Vale, just on the 
western side of the Blue Mountains. The Inn was built by Pierce Collits, an ex-convict 
in 1823. 
 

 
CollitsΩ Inn ς Photo credit Rob Shaw Gourmet Traveller 

 
However, the building and its history were nearly lost. When Christine Stewart and her 
husband Russell bought the Inn in 1998 it was severely run down and almost on the 
point of collapse ς its history forgotten, distorted or dispersed.  
 
Over the next 4 years she researched, recorded and collated its history and 
painstakingly restored the inn and its outbuildings, saving them from being destroyed 
completely.  
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛƴŜΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ LƴƴǎΦ !ƭƭ 
travellers crossing the Blue Mountains in 1823 had to come down the notoriously 
ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ /ƻȄΩǎ tŀǎǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ Lƴƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ .ŀǘƘǳǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ƭŀƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƛƴƎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǊƛŎƘ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ  

https://collitsinnbook.com/
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/ƘǊƛǎǘƛƴŜ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭƛǘǎΩ Lƴƴ hǇŜǊŜǘǘŀΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
of a murder, the many beautiful linoleums and the discovery of two strange mediaeval 
ŎǳǎǘƻƳǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ άǎǳǇŜǊǎǘƛǘƛƻǳǎέ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ  
 
When the Inn was acquired in 1998, it was derelict. By 2002 several awards had been 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ōƻǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭƛǘǎΩ Lƴƴ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΦ  
 
Her book /ƻƭƭƛǘǎΩ LƴƴΥ ¦ƴŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ can be found in Orange City Library.  
 
Alternatively copies of her book may be purchased by visiting the website:  
collitsinnbook.com/ 
 
 
 

      
 
 

  

Christine Stewart at Orange City Library 

https://collitsinnbook.com/
https://collitsinnbook.com/
https://collitsinnbook.com/
https://collitsinnbook.com/



















































