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CULTURAL SENSITIVITY WARNING
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people should be aware that this newsletter contajns
images and names of deceased persons

Welcome to our first newsletter for 2023!

2023 is a milestone for the Orange Family History Group. The Orange Family History
Group was formed forty years ago, in 198&e page 3 faan old newsletter with the

story of how the group was formedvritten by OFHG Patron Bruce Walkden Thomas,

a local historian and genealogist. We are planning a specigéd0lunch celebration

for the July OFHG meeting on Tuesday' I8ly, at Duntryleague. If you have any
anecdotes or photos about OFHG you woikd to share, please send to our email.

Do you have relatives who fought in WW?2 soldiers, the navy or the air force, or medical
staff? A list of those who served from Orange is being compiled. Love to hear from you
if you have family stories to share. Osech Orange soldier was Jonathon Matthews
who went missing in 1945 on his way to Australia from New Guinea. His body was not
found until 1970. His storstarts on page 6 ahis issue.

The newsletter is bursting with interesting articldshope you ergy your reading!
Julie Sykes
Local Studies Librarian
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FROM THE ORANGE FAMILY HISTORY GROUP NEWSLETTER: SPRING 1988

OUR STORY by the Patron of the Orange Family History Group B W Thomas

I have been asked to tell you something of the early days of the Orange Family History

Group and this | do with great pleasure. The group was formed by me after a meeting of

the Ladiesd Evening View Club. I n June, 1983, my
the Society of Australian Genealogists, told me he was coming to Orange on 28 th July, to

address a meeting of t he View Club in the Ex -Services Auditorium and, of course, |

invited him to be my house guest. He also asked me to accompany him to the meeting, to

give him support among two hundred women and be able to pass on to me guestions he

could not answer. His tal  k was very well received and after the talk Nick and | were

besieged by many interested ladies requesting further information on tracing Family

History. Later that night, as we sat drinking coffee before a blazing log fire, Nick asked me

to found a Family  History Group in Orange. This | did. The Group was, at first, a Private

Group, meeting in a private home and supper was served. We will always be grateful to

Mrs Meredith in Seymour Street and Mrs Robyn Smyth of Green West Lane for their help

in this direc tion. Because we were meeting in a private home, attendance was by

invitation. In the complete absence of anyone with the slightest knowledge of genealogy,

all letters of enquiry and research were directed to me. It began with about three letters a

week an d | began spending two days a week researching and writing replies on behalf of

the Group. It was never our intention to collect and hold a lot of unique research material

and become a research organization for the General Public. But it was our policy to

answer all research organisation for the General Public. But it was our policy to answer

all research enquiries (a) by research and answering their enquiries or (b) by pointing out

that we could not help and that professional researchers were available. It was our
intention to help Orange peopleéby getting thlem t
pointed in the right with such books as Nanc Gr a
and Johnson and Saintyds 0Geneal ogi cal Renstieea rffjc h D
Society of Australian Geneal ogi st s. I nterest [fin t
publico6! An advertisement was placed in the Iffocal
members of the General Public of Orange, we commenced meeting in a public

placeé . t hat i sServiteh @ubRoomsin Anson Street. My name and address

appeared in the S.A.G. Journal oDescentdé and [l ett
week! And | was spending seven days a week on research for the Group! A lot of early

enthusiasm began to evaporate! And we were forced to draft a standard letter of reply. We

pointed out that ours was not a research organization and that almost all the records

held in Orange were available in Sydney and elsewhere. And that we had not and did not

int end to have and hold any elaborate research facilities. But every letter received by me

was answered. (I do not ever remember receiving a letter with a donation towards our

funds!) It was further resolved by the Group that we would do our best to build up

research material in the Orange Library and that we direct all future enquiries to the

Library. This relieved me of a great burden. | am happy to say that the Orange Library

has acquired an immense amount of material from the State Archives, publicatio ns from

the Australian Biographical and Genealogical Record and from Keith Johnson and

Malcolm Sainty publications. They also have micro -film and micro -fiche available and are

proving a great centre for genealogical research.
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LIONS CLUB TIME CAPSUIHOBERTSON PARK TO BE UNEARTHED IN JUNE 2023

The Orange Lions Club Time Capsule will have been in the ground 49 years in June 2023.
The time capsule was orgaad as a way of funding a ladies restroom and bus shelter
in Robertson Park.

The capsule is reported to be 6ft 6in tall and made of copper and was constructed by
TAFE students.

Envelopes were sold for $1.00 as a way to raise the funds. People werg taske
contribute photos and letters to the capsule. Contributors of items were issued a card

authorish Y3 GKSY 62N 6KS OFNR K2t RSNL G2 | O0OS

I NBLER2NI Ay (GKS [/ 25 pgome \WWasfiabitersdpaveobeen@d3 S & G S
inside the capsule, including a record and cassette tape. Officials were also surprised
at the number of visitors who bought envelogeQ

However, due to several factors, a suitable site had not been chosen and by February
1974, only 800 of the , 000 envelopes had been received to be included in the time
capsule.

The Parks and Trees Advisc
Committee Minutes at the
meeting held on 25 Februar
1974 recommended tha
permission be granted to the
Lions Club to bury the time
capsule in Robertson Parkaat
location to be _recommende_ : oA O e e
by the Council by the Cit WHICH\WIEE BEUNEARTHED
Engineer. Although the: 1 AYE e R AL G
capsule was scheduled to b
buried in Robertson Park ir?
1973, it was not until 29 Jun
1974 that the capsule was
buried.

UREDBY. THOUGHT

The time capsule is located under a rock on the easside of the park and is marked
with a simple brass plaque. It will be opened by the Lions Club Bri@%e 2023.
aSYOSNBR 2F GKS [A2yQa [/ ftdzw FNE Odz2NNBydGf @
the capsule.

Alison Russell

Community Museum anHleritage Manager
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On the 2nd November 2022 the RSL Sub Branch held a Remembrance Service at the
Orange Cemetery particularly for those soldiers who had been located in unmarked
graves. Then it was 97 men w2B+ war graves being allocated.

It was a moving service, the day was cold and wet, wreaths were laid by various
organisations. Some of the crosses were in place for the family members who
attended.

On the 17th March the last remaining crosses were@thon the soldiers'

graves. With ongoing research there are now a few more to be done, but the majority
are complete. To date we now have 104 soldiers, 25 of whom will be receiving a war
grave and some applications are still pending.

Some of thessoldier's names were obtained from the Bathurst Parish Registers. They
were laid to rest in the Catholic Section of Orange Cemetery but no location was given.
The RSL Sub Branch of Orange are intending to put a plague of some description in
Orange cemadry with their names inscribed on it.

Walking up the main drive one can now see the white crosses above the headstones
and know that resting there is a veteran of the First World War who was long forgotten
but is now found. Still there is ongoing wantkecking names in Orange Cemetery for
those who have been missed. Lest Aget.

SharonJamieson
ResearcherOrange Family History Group
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MISSING

On 18 September 1945 an RAAF Dakota plane carrying 27 men and a nursing sister
disappeared over Westiain mountains on a flight returning injured personnel to
Biak.

Jonathon (known as Jack) Matthews was born on 11 September 1923 at Molong, the
fifth child to Brier Scotts and Ida Florrie (nee Whiley) Matthews. They purchased
Glenroi Guest House on BatlstitRoad in 1929 and ran it for thirty years. In 1930
people travelled by train and Orange was a great destination. Glenroi House
entertained families, soldiers, visitors from overseas and parents visiting their children
boarding at Kinross. The familyegr their own food and vegetables, milked their own
cow and offered a plentiful supply of fresh tank water.

He worked in a sawmill at Wallerawang before enlisting in the AIF. He joined the 54
Battalion and then Signals; served with Beach Signal Commandos. He also worked on
the North South Telephone Line through Central Australia. Both his older brothers Cecil
Brier and Donald Arthur Matthews joined the AIF. Jonathan, while working as a
Despath Rider, crashed his bike at 60 m.p.h. when he hit a road barricade and broke
KAia Sto26d hy GKS NBldzSaid 2F W2yl 0Kl y>
Donald in the tropics his elbow injury would not heal. A week after Hi$ithday, he
boardeda medical RAAF plane at Tarakan.

An American missionary pilot accidently spotted sun shining on the silver fuselage of
the ill-fated RAAF plane in the West Irian mountains. This sparked a recovery mission
with Indonesian government permission. The rensawere recovered in very rough
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terrain at height of 14000 feet with the recovery team using oxygen. The remains were
then buried in mass grave at Bomana. Relatives of deceased personnel were invited to
the burial on February 17, 1971. Donald and his wifenaled the ceremony.

W2yl GKFyYy al GGKS$Qa 3 NJoshadan Mathews in Central Australia
at Bomana War Cemetery Port Moresby

BY AIR MAIL | B

PAR AVION

hyS 2F W2yl diKlIyQa fSGiSNRa K2YS

Sydney Morning Herald2 December 1970Central Western Dail@5 March 1971,
Thomas and Mary Ann Mathews and Faroiynpiled by Beth Marriott, 1992
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CHRISTINE STEWART AUTHORTALKWQNf L¢ { Q LbbyY | b/ hx9wLbD

Author Christine Stewart said restoring an historic inn and writing abouast ene of

the most rewarding experiences of her life. She spoke about her boki t A 1 & Q L
Uncovering the pasit an afternoon tea presented by Orange and District Historical
Society at Orange City Library during February.

Christine talked about the sprises and mysteries found in restoring this 1823
Australian icon. The inn sits at the foot of Mount York, in Hartley Vale, just on the
western side of the Blue Mountains. The Inn was built by Pierce Collits-@meict

in 1823.

i , R
Collit€dnn ¢ Photo credit Rob Shaw Gourmet Traveller

However, the building and its history were nearly lost. When Christine Stewart and her
husband Russell bought the Inn in 1998 it was severely run down and almost on the
point of collapse; its history forgotten, distorted or dispersed.

Over the next 4 yars she researched, recorded and collated its history and
painstakingly restored the inn and its outbuildings, saving them from being destroyed
completely.

CKA& 0221 A& /KNARalGAYySQa LISNB2Z2YIf ad2Ne
travellers crossing the Blue Mountains in 1823 had to come down the notoriously
RFyaSNRdza /2EQa tl aa LIad GKS Lyy 2y GKSA
flryRa G2 0KS ¢Sadoed LG A& 2yS 2F ! dzZAGNI £ AL
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https://collitsinnbook.com/

/| KNAaGAYS GFf1SR Foz2dzi GKS /2ftAGaQ Lyy
of a murder, the many beautiful linoleums and the discovery of two strange mediaeval
Odzai2Yad HKSNB aadzZllSNBUAGA2dzae AGSYa 6SNB

When the Inn was acquired in 1998, it was derelict. By 2002 several awards had been
NEOSAOSR 020K F2NINBAG2NFGA2Y YR FT2N) GKSE

Herbookl 2f t A0 & Q L YyYyY canigeGoumd $XDiayga City KbBaryLJF &

Alternatively copies of herbook may be purchasedy visiting the wbsite:
collitsinnbook.com/

ChristineStewart at Orange City Library
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